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Abstract

The Brahmaputra Valley region has a unique landscape, with the Brahmaputra River
and other rivulets running between the parallel hill ranges. The valley gets flooded
during the monsoons, which deposit a large amount of silt and debris on the riverbeds.
The local communities have developed systems to take advantage of such situations by
developing a unique farming system of rice cultivation that integrates fish culture. The
region has contributed significantly to world agriculture with the domestication of tea
and Muga silk, and evolution of significant amount of genetic diversity in major crops
such as rice and jute. Diverse races, such as the Austrics, Mongolians, Dravidians
and Aryans have played a significant role in developing the agriculture, the composite
culture and civilization of the region. The present article discusses these features in
some detail, and proposes the region to be another National Agricultural Biodiversity
Heritage Site, based on six indices.

Introduction activities, the Brahmaputra Valley made
one of the greatest contributions to world
agriculture by discovering the cultivation of
tea (Ukers, 1935). In addition, its unique
sericulture (which yields the internationally
acclaimed Muga silk), its traditional
pisciculture, and the evolution of unique and
significant genetic diversity in important
crops such as rice and jute, qualify it to be
another Probable Agricultural Biodiversity
Heritage Site, based on the indices
illustrated by Singh and Varaprasad (2008).

The northeastern region of India can be
physiographically divided into three distinct
divisions — the Meghalaya Plateau, the
Northeastern Hills, and the Brahmaputra
Valley. These three regions may have
similarities in many areas of agriculture, but
they stand distinct in terms of their products
and practices, which would have evolved
through the sustainable use and conservation
of the landscape and available bio-resources.

Almost entirely situated in the state of
Assam, and with more than 70% of its
workforce engaged in agriculture and allied

The Valley produces some of the finest and
expensive teas in the world, and has the
indigenous species Camellia assamica





































































